
United States History 

Periods 7 and 8 

Course Syllabus, 2013-2014 

Mr. Steve Ricard, Instructor 

 

Course Textbook: 

Danzer, Kor de Alva, Krieger, Wilson, and Woloch, The Americans, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,  Florida, 2012. 

 

Course Description: 

This course provides an overview of events in our nation’s history from 1900-present. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Develop an interest in and an appreciation for history. 

2. Take a look at the facts, and then make an interpretation of those facts. 

3. Give students a sense of the breadth of experiences and influences that have shaped the United States.  This includes 

Presidents, senators, battles, treaties, laws, and court decisions.  It also includes, however, factors such as the economy, 

culture, religion, traditions and geography. 

4. Develop student’s capacity for critical thinking. 

5. Find the truth. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Course requirements will include attending class regularly, participating in class activities and discussions, and satisfactorily 

completing course assignments including examinations, papers, assigned reading, and  projects.  Late work will be granted an F if not 

turned in when due (Follow the handbook guidelines.)  Please keep food out of my classroom….water, juice are ok.  Thanks. 

 

Course Content: 

Course content will involve discussion, film, and group activities/demonstrations.  For a breakdown of specific topics considered, see 

the textbook table of contents.   I will appeal to your maturity, and I ask for your openness, your honesty, and your opinions.  

 

Grading Procedure: 

50% of your grade will be examinations/assessment packages/projects/papers, 30% will be daily work, 10% will be weekly current 

events quizzes/activities, and 10% will be participation.  My grading scale is as follows: 

 

 

96-100-A  

90-95-A- 

87-89-B+ 

83-86-B 

80-82-B- 

77-79-C+ 

73-76-C 

70-72-C- 

67-69-D+ 

63-66-D 

60-62-D- 

59 and below-F 

 

If you are right between grades (A- and a B+, for example), then I will use my discretion as to what you should receive.  My decision 

will be based upon attendance, attitude, behavior, and willingness to participate.   Note:  In order to get an A in this class, you will be 

required to write a “Voice of Democracy” essay and enter the VFW-sponsored contest.  It will be an extra credit assignment that will 

raise your letter grade by one-third (from a B to a B+)  More details will be provided in a timely manner.     

 

If you have any questions with anything, please let me know.  I’ll help you all that I can.  I will give you my very best effort, and in 

turn I will expect your best effort as well.  I keep my website updated.  My assignments, notes, extra credit opportunities, study 

guides, and any other pertinent information is there.   

 

 

 

CARPE DIEM! 

(SEIZE THE DAY!) 


